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THE FLIMSY BOARD  
Official Publication of the Bremerton Northern Model Railroad, Inc 

 

The club is incorporated in the State of Washington as a non-profit and is recognized by the IRS as a 501
(c)(7) social club.  We are a 100% National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) membership club.  We 
belong to the NMRA’s Pacific Northwest Region (PNR), 4th Division. 
 
FLIMSY BOARD STAFF: 

Editor:  Bert Cripe 
Submit Contributions to:  Bert Cripe, 2398 Jefferson Ave SE, Port Orchard, 98366. 

Email: bert@wavecable.com 

Submittal deadline is the 25th of the month.  Copyright 2020 BNMR, Inc. 

Unless otherwise noted photos are by the Editor. 

MEETINGS NOTICE: 

The regular Business meetings are held on the first Monday of the month at the clubhouse in the Kitsap 
Mall, Silverdale, beginning at 7:00 PM.  If the first Monday is a holiday, the meeting will be rescheduled 
to the second Monday of the month.  The January meeting is our annual dinner meeting held at a local    
restaurant. 

Board meetings are held at a time and place set by the President.  Refer to the Calendar below. 
 
OFFICERS: 

President: ................................................................................. Bruce Limerick 

Vice President: ........................................................................ Bob Jensen 

Secretary: ................................................................................ Bill Hupé 

Treasurer : ............................................................................... Wes Stevens 

Sergeant-at-Arms: ................................................................... Ray Hagele 

Directors: ................................................................................. Bert Cripe,  Mike Boyle, 

 Dick Stivers,  Russell West 

Web Site: ......... http://www.bnmrr.org 

Facebook: ........ https://www.facebook.com/groups/1988490354736510/  

AUGUST CALENDAR 
 

The Mall reopened in with reduce hours.  Access to the clubhouse is limited with caution to avoid 
the spread of the virus.  Expect more news as the details are determined and announced. 

For true and responsible virus information please visit the CDC website: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
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K itsap County has been experiencing an i n -
crease in virus case since it went into 

phase 2.  I hope none of you are getting lax in 
your mask use and social distancing! 

I have been participating in ZOOM meetings 
with both the 4D and the Free-mo N guys from 
around the country.  There is much talk about 
Santa Clara and Reno in 2021.  One of the guys 
in the Free-mo N group is on the planning com-
mittee for the National Train Show.  But some 
of the group are considering the N Scale Con-
vention in Reno which is about two weeks after 
the NTS.  Time will tell which either of them I 
will attend, if any. 

R emember to refer to the website Staffing 
Schedule if you desire to go to the club-

house and, please, be sure to let me know dates 
and times so I can posted them! 

 …. BC 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

R ealistic Layouts, Using the Art of Illusion 
to Model Like A Pro 

I recently got my autographed copy direct from 
the author, CJ Riley.  It can be ordered from 
Kalmbach Publishing or from the author if he 
still has copies.  Refer to ordering info at this 
Grab Iron post: http://4dpnr.com/cj-riley-book-
the-art-of-illusion/ 
I consider this book not a “how-to” but instead a 
“what to do and why” type of book.  There are 
ten chapters, each with a list of “Learning 
Points”.  The book is well illustrated with both 
prototype and model photos on almost every 
page. 
I have found the book to be inspiring and rec-
ommend it to anyone building a layout or even 
just a module.  Actually, it would be especially 
relevant for a module since a module can repre-
sent a small scene which would not be over-
whelming to visualize and build. 

 …. BC 

BOOK REVIEW 

S ea Port Model Works has a new website. 

They carry an assortment of marine related 
structure and boat kits mostly in HO scale but a 
few in N scale.  There is also an assortment of 
scratchbuilding fittings for marine related pro-
jects, mostly in HO scale, but again some in N 
scale. 

The website includes a gallery of inspiring pho-
tos submitted by customers. 

I have ordered from them and felt the service was 
fine - no complaints. 

https://seaportmodelworks.com/ 

 …. BC 
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N o new members in July. 

NEW MEMBER REPORT 

ON THIS DATE ... 

A ugust 8, 1829.  The Stourbridge Lion 
steam locomotive's trial run on wooden 

track crossing the Lackawaxen River on a 
wooden trestle in Pennsylvania.  The wooden 
track top surface was covered with wrought iron 
strips secured with wood screws.  More at http://
www.waynehistorypa.org/page/s-lion 

A ugust 25, 1877.  Joshua Lionel Cowen 
(Cohen) was born in New York City the 

eighth of nine children.  From the National Rail-
road Hall of Fame: "In 1899 at only 22 years of 
age, Cowen filed his first federal patent for a 
battery-powered device that ignited a photo-
graphic flash. He named it the “Flash Lamp.” 
The device so impressed U.S. Navy officials 
that they gave Cowen a $12,000 contract to pro-
duce 24,000 detonators for underwater mines. 
With that money, Cowen and a partner set up a 
production facility in a Manhattan loft in 1900, 
and incorporated as the Lionel Manufacturing 
Company for the purpose of, “the manufacture 
of electrical, mechanical and industrial appli-
ances . . . and toys.”  More at https://
www.nrrhof.org/joshua-lionel-cowen 

A ugust 20, 1879.  Ralph Budd was born in 
Waterloo, Iowa.  He eventually became 

chief engineer of the Oregon Trunk Railway, a 
subsidiary of the Spokane, Portland and Seattle. 
He later became chief engineer of the whole SP 
& S.  In 1912, Budd became the assistant to the 
president and chief engineer of the Great North-
ern Railway.  At the age of forty he took over as 
the company's president.  No relation to Edward 
Budd of the Budd Company.)  More at https://
www.nrrhof.org/ralph-budd 

Prototype photo submitted by Peter Bieber 

A ugust 28, 1830.  The Tom Thumb steam 
locomotive impressed railroad officials dur-

ing an impromptu race against a horse-drawn car.  
Unfortunately the horse won when the loco had a 
belt slip off a pulley.  The Tom Thumb was built 
by Peter Cooper from improvised parts including 
the use of rifle barrels for boiler tubes.  More at 
https://www.mysticstamp.com/info/this-day-in-
history-august-28-1830/ 

A ugust 29, 1876.  Charles F. Kettering was 
born on a farm near Loudonville, Ohio.  

After college he worked for the National Cash 
Register Company, then in the auto industry co-
founding the Dayton-Engineering Laboratories 
Company now known as Delco which was even-
tually sold to General Motors.  Kettering was in-
strumental in the evolution of the modern auto-
mobile, but we should know him for his work on 
diesel engines eventually to be used in EMD lo-
comotives.  At the time of his passing in 1958 he 
held more than 140 patents and possessed honor-
ary doctorates degrees from nearly 30 universi-
ties.  More at https://www.nrrhof.org/charles-f-
kettering 

 …. BC 
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D uring this time of isolation, without group 
access to our clubhouse, finding content 

about our club is difficult.  So, I thought it 
might be a good idea to reach out to other news-
letter editors to suggest we share content. 

On the next two pages you will find material 
from the Great Falls Model RR Club in Auburn, 
Maine.  I want to thank Terry King, editor of 
the Signal, for allowing me to share some of his 
material with you! 

If you enjoy the article, please consider sending 
Terry a ‘thank you’ message at:  

greatfallsmodelrailroadclub@yahoo.com 

 .... BC 

SHARED CONTENT 

T his is the first in a series of articles using 
track plans taken from switching puzzles 

that appeared in Model Railroader over twenty 
years ago. 

This puzzle appeared in the December 1989 is-
sue: https://mrr.trains.com/issues/1989/december
-1989 (not currently in my collection). 

Below is my rendering of the track plan made 
from the original image. 

While the article described a puzzle requiring the 
reader to figure out how to switch Coal Canon 
following a set of rules, I offer the track arrange-
ment here as inspiration for a track arrangement 
on an NTRAK module. 

Note that this image is not drawn to a scale since 
the original magazine image lacked a scale. 

This then becomes a puzzle for the builder to fig-
ure out how to adapt the track plan to a standard 
size NTRAK module (normally 4, 6, or 8 feet 
long). 

I hope this series of articles will inspire someone 
to add some switching opportunities to a module 
for the benefit of all our enjoyment. 

TRACK PLAN OF THE MONTH 
My first thought would be to locate this scene so 
the siding comes off the Blue line by moving the 
runaround track to the opposite side, that is to-
wards the backdrop.  The two sidings would 
come off of the runaround track which would 
make switching moves very easy from either di-
rection. 

 …. BC 
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($67(51�02817$,1�&2$67/,1(�
5$,/52$' 

(0&�55��SDUW����� 
E\�-DPHV�/RQJ 

EXLOGLQJV��WKH�WZR�UHFHVVHG�DUHDV�SURYLGH�DQ�
RWKHU�GLPHQVLRQ���7KHUH�DUH�ORZ�UHOLHI�EXLOGLQJV�
RQ�WKH�ORQJ�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�ZDOO�EHIRUH�LW�WXUQV�DQG�
RIIVHWV�LQWR�WKH�UHFHVVHG�ZLQGRZ�DUHDV��7KHQ�
WKH�VFHQHU\�JRHV�DURXQG�WKH�FRUQHU�LQWR�WKH�H[�
WUD�GHSWK��JLYLQJ�WKH�OD\RXW�D�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHU�
HQW�DSSHDUDQFH��7KLV�PDNHV�WKH�/-VKDSHG�EXLOG�
LQJV�D�OHIW�DQG�D�ULJKW�FRQILJXUDWLRQ�RQ�ERWK�FRU�
QHUV�RI�WKH�ZLQGRZ��,�OHIW�DQ�DUHD�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
EXLOGLQJV�IRU�D�VWUHHW�WR�FRPH�WKURXJK���,Q�WKH�
EDFNJURXQG�,�SODFHG�D�SLFWXUH�RI�D�FLW\�VWUHHW��
ORRNLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�VWUHHW�LQWR�WKH�GLVWDQFH���7KH�
SHUVSHFWLYH�PD\�QRW�EH�TXLWH�ULJKW��EXW�,�FDQ�
FKDQJH�WKH�SLFWXUH�LI�,�ILQG�D�EHWWHU�RQH����%H�
WZHHQ�WKH�WZR�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�HDFK�ZLQGRZ��WKH�
ZLGH�RSHQ�VN\�DERYH�WKH�FLW\�VWUHHW�KDG�GH�
VWUR\HG�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�SHUVSHFWLYH���7KHUH�ZDV�
WRR�PXFK�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VWUHHW�VN\�DQG�
WKH�EDFNGURS�VN\���8VLQJ�D�VOLJKW�YDULDWLRQ��,�
VROYHG�WKH�SUREOHP�GLIIHUHQWO\�LQ�HDFK�ZLQGRZ� 
 
 7R�VROYH�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�SUREOHP�LQ�WKH�
ILUVW�ZLQGRZ��,�FRQQHFWHG�WKH�WZR�/-VKDSHG�
EXLOGLQJV�ZLWK�D�VHFRQG-VWRU\�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�WRS�RI�
WKHP���7KH�VHFRQG�IORRU�JRHV�RYHU�WKH�VWUHHW��
KLGLQJ�WKH�RSHQ�VN\���$V�WKH�DWWDFKHG�SKRWRV�
VKRZ��WKLV�DOVR�IXQQHOV�WKH�H\H�LQWR�WKH�GHSWK�RI�
WKH�SLFWXUH��DGGLQJ�WR�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�GLVWDQFH� 
 
 ,Q�WKH�UDLOURDG�DUHD�RI�WKLV�ZLQGRZ��WKH�
WUDLOHU�WUXFNV�QHHGHG�PRUH�URRP�WR�GULYH�XS�WKH�
VWUHHW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�
ORDGLQJ�GRFNV��,�XVHG�IRDP�URDGEHG�XSVLGH�
GRZQ�WR�PDNH�KRW�WRS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WUDFNV�DQG�
RYHU�WKH�WLHV��7KLV�DOORZV�WKH�WUXFNV�WR�GULYH�RXW�
RQWR�WKH�WUDFNV�DQG�WKHQ�PDQHXYHU�EDFN�WR�WKH�
GRFNV���7KH�IODVKLQJ�FURVVEXFN�OLJKWV�ZDUQ�WKHP�
RI�DQ\�DSSURDFKLQJ�WUDLQ�RQ�WKH�PDLQOLQH�WUDFNV��
DQG�GLVSDWFK�ZLOO�VLJQDO�WKH�\DUG�FUHZ�DERXW�WKH�
WUDLOHU�WUXFNV�LQ�WKDW�DUHD��2QH�RI�WKH�SLFWXUHV�
VKRZV�WKH�FURVVEXFN�DQG�DQRWKHU�VKRZV�WKH�

;�ŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƉĂŐĞ�ϱͿ 

T H E  S I G N A L  

 ,Q�ODVW�PRQWK¶V�HGLWLRQ�RI�7KH�6LJQDO��
UHDGHUV�ZHUH�LQWURGXFHG�WR�WKH�(DVWHUQ�0RXQ�
WDLQ�&RDVWOLQH�5DLOURDG��(0&���WKH�ILFWLWLRXV�
UDLOURDG�WKDW�P\�VRQ�'DULQ��P\�EURWKHU�%RE�
DQG�,�EHJDQ�LQ������DQG�ZRUN�RQ�DV�WLPH�SHU�
PLWV���(0&�RZQV�DQG�RSHUDWHV�WKH�6HONLUN�
<DUG�DQG�WKH�IXOO�VHUYLFLQJ�IDFLOLW\��7UDLQV�
FRPH�LQWR�WKH�KXJH�6HONLUN�<DUG��ZKHUH�IUHLJKW�
LV�EURNHQ�XS�DQG�VRUWHG�IRU�GHOLYHU\�E\�(0&�WR�
-HUVH\�&HQWUDO��WR�DQG�IURP�WKH�SDSHU�PLOO�DW�
/LQGHQ��DQG VHUYLQJ�WKH�UDLOURDG�EDUJH�RQ�WKH�
+XGVRQ�5LYHU��6LQFH�WKH�ILUVW�DUWLFOH�ZDV�ZULW�
WHQ��(0&�QR�ORQJHU�GHOLYHUV�UDZ�LURQ�RUH�WR�
WKH�VWHHO�SODQW���$V�ZLOO�EH�H[SODLQHG�ODWHU��WKH�
LURQ�PLQH�KDV�FKDQJHG�KDQGV�DQG�'XOXWK��
0LVVDEEH�	�,URQ�5DQJH�PRWRU�SRZHU�DQG�RUH�
FDUV�QRZ�UXQ�RYHU�(0&�WUDFNV���(0&�VWLOO�GH�
OLYHUV�WKH�VKHHW�VWHHO�DQG�KHDY\�VWHHO�IRU�WUXFN�
IUDPHV�WR�WKH�)RUG�0RWRU�&RPSDQ\��)RUG��
ZKLFK�KDV�D�KXJH�VWDPSLQJ�SODQW�DQG�IRUJLQJ�
PLOO�WR�SURGXFH�ILQH�FDUV�DQG�KHDY\�WUXFNV�LQ�
,OOLQRLV��LV�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�FXVWRPHU�IRU�(0&�UDLO�
URDG� 
 
 7KLV�PRQWK¶V�DUWLFOH�ZLOO�GHVFULEH�WKH�
FKDOOHQJLQJ�SURMHFW�LQYROYHG�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�
VFHQHU\�IRU�WKH�EDFNGURS�EHKLQG�6HONLUN�<DUG���
7KH�WZR�ZLQGRZ�RSHQLQJV�LQ�WKH�ZDOO�EHKLQG�
WKH�\DUG�DUH�UHFHVVHG�WKUHH�LQFKHV�IURP�WKH�
EODQN�ZDOOV�IODQNLQJ�WKHP�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV��%RE�
DQG�,�SXW����´�OXDQ�SO\ZRRG�RYHU�WKH�VKHHW�
URFN��XVLQJ�VPDOO�QDLOV���7KLV�ZD\�WKH�QDLO�
KROHV�ILOOHG�LQ�ZLWK�SULPHU�DQG�SDLQW��ZKLFK�LV�
TXLFNHU�WKDQ�SDWFKLQJ�VFUHZ�KROHV��$IWHU�SDLQW�
LQJ�WKH�EOXH�VN\��%RE�DGGHG�FORXGV�ZLWK�ZKLWH�
DQG�JUD\�SDLQW� 
  
 %\�H[SDQGLQJ�WKH�\DUG�LQWR�WKH�UH�
FHVVHG�DUHDV�RI�WKH�ZLQGRZV�DQG�SXWWLQJ�
EXLOGLQJV�WKHUH��ZH�KDG�DQRWKHU�WKUHH�LQFKHV�
RI�GHSWK�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK��,QVWHDG�RI�KDYLQJ�MXVW�D�
ORQJ�SODLQ�H[SDQVH�RI�IODW�ZDOO�ZLWK�ORZ�UHOLHI�
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(0&�55��SDUW��� 
($67(51�02817$,1�&2$67/,1(�5$,/52$' 

%\�-DPHV�/RQJ 

 WRRO�DQG�PHWKRG�,�XVHG�IRU�TXLFNO\�VOLFLQJ�WKH�
IRDP�URDG�EHG�WR�WKH�FRUUHFW�WKLFNQHVV� 
 
 7ZR�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�WKLV�ILUVW�ZLQ�
GRZ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�ORZ-UHOLHI�EXLOGLQJV�DORQJ�
WKH�ZDOO��ZHUH�PDGH�E\�NLW-EDVKLQJ�³3LNH�6WXII�
.LWV�´��)RXU-VLGHG�EXLOGLQJV�FDQ�EH�WXUQHG�LQWR�
ORZ�UHOLHI�EXLOGLQJV�IRU�D�IUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRVW�RI�
EX\LQJ�IODW�UHOLHI�WKDW�FRYHUV�WKH�VDPH�ODUJH�
DUHD���%HFDXVH�RI�NLWEDVKLQJ�IUHHGRP��RQH�NLW�
FDQ�FRYHU�WKUHH�IHHW�RI�ORZ�UHOLHI�ZLWK�D�PRUH�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�DSSHDUDQFH��DV�LOOXVWUDWHG�E\ WKH�
GLIIHUHQW�URRI�OLQHV�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJV�SLFWXUHG�
DORQJ�WKH�ZDOO���,W�WRRN�D�ORW�RI�3LNH�6WXII�.LWV�
WR�PDNH�HDFK�RI�WKH�PRGHUQ�EXLOGLQJV��%RWK�
WKH�JUHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�WKH�EOXH�EXLOGLQJ�DUH�
3LNH�6WXII�.LWV���3LNH�6WXII�LV�HDV\�WR�ZRUN�
ZLWK��,W�FXWV�HDVLO\��JOXHV�WRJHWKHU�ZHOO��DQG�
KDV�UHFHVVHG�FXW�PDUNV�IRU�DOO�WKH�ZLQGRZ�
DQG�GRRU�RSHQLQJV�RQ�WKH�EDFN�VLGH�RI�WKH�
SDQHOV�� 
 
 ,Q�WKH�QH[W�ZLQGRZ�UHFHVVHG�DUHD��WKH�
VW\OH�RI�WKH�ROG�EXLOGLQJ�FUHDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�ROG��
ROG�6FKUDIWV�NLW�LV�LQ�PDUNHG�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�
PRGHUQ�3LNH�6WXII�.LWV��7KH�6FKUDIWV�NLW�XVHV�
FDVW�UHVLQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�PXFK�KDUGHU�WR�ZRUN�
ZLWK��7KH�YDULHW\�RI�EXLOGLQJV�KHOSV�WR�HVWDE�
OLVK�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�WLPH�DQG�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�
OHQJWK�RI�WLPH�WKH�UDLOURDG�KDV�H[LVWHG��7KH�
UDLOURDG�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�����\HDUV�ROG��7KH�
VWHDP�HUD�LV�UHSUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�D����-WRQ�FRDO�
LQJ�WRZHU��URXQG�KRXVH��DVK�GXPS��DQG�ZDWHU�
WDQNV��,W�KDV�DOO�WKH�WKLQJV�D�VWHDP-SRZHUHG�
ORFRPRWLYH�ZRXOG�KDYH�QHHGHG��LQFOXGLQJ�
VWHDP-VXSSRUWLQJ�RSHUDWLRQV�RQ�RWKHU�VHF�
WLRQV�RI�WKH�UDLOURDG��VXFK�DV�DW�WKH�-HUVH\�
&HQWUDO�<DUG� 


